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Dear Family of God at St. Mary’s,

The Season of Christmas ends with ‘The Epiphany of our Lord’ which falls on the 6™ of January and we shall observe it on
g January as Epiphany Sunday. On this day we remember how the Magi or wise men, led by a brilliant star in the sky,
came from the East to see the Baby Jesus in Bethlehem as described by the Gospel-writer Matthew (Matt. 2:1-12). On
the following Sunday, 15" January we shall focus on the Baptism of Jesus which took place about 30 years later in the
life of our Lord and with which he launched into public life and ministry. The Church Calendar covers these years from
Epiphany to the Baptism of Jesus in about a weeks time and these two events are observed close together because they
both are associated with the revealing of Jesus to all people as not only the long-expected Messiah of the Jewish race
but also as the Son of God and the Saviour of all the peoples of the world.

January 18" to 25" is traditionally the 8-day period when the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity’ or ‘Unity Octave’ is
observed. The Sunday in this period is specially celebrated to consciously strive in worship for the fulfilling of the prayer
of our Lord that all those who believe in him may be one so that the world may believe that he is sent by the Father (Jn.
17:21). We intend to observe January 22™ as Christian Unity (Ecumenism) Sunday in our church.

On 26" January, Republic Day, we shall have a special 7.30 am. Weekday Morning Worship Service and we shall hoist
our National Flag together in the church premises. | invite all our members to try and come on this day so that we may
pray together for our country and express our love for her.

The last Sunday of January every year is when we specially think about and pray for those who are suffering with various
dreaded diseases, as a result of which they suffer and are discriminated. We all are affected ourselves or we know of
someone who is affected by a disease that we fear such as Cancer, HIV & AIDS, TB, Leprosy, etc. On this Sunday we are
reminded that God is not far but close to those who suffer and that he suffers with them. We also pray for a change of
our attitude and approach to those who suffer in such a way, from indifference to care and concern. 29" January is
when we will observe as Leprosy Sunday to pray for and support the work of The Leprosy Mission in our country. We will
also pray for other organizations, government and non-government, who are striving to make a difference in the lives of
such suffering people.

The 11 am. Contemporary Worship Services have planned to have the Acts Group Fellowship, the Women'’s Fellowship,
the Cottage Bible Study and the Choir of our church to lead us in praising God and there are some very interesting topics
that will be covered which relate to our present-day world.

Do take a look at the Worship Services Schedule for January 2012 for details of the 8 am., 11 am. and 6 pm. worship
services themes and topics and please try to attend at least one of these services each Sunday. A lot of effort goes into
organizing these services so that each of us may be spiritually nourished and grow.

May this month with its various observances and programmes not just be eventful but also meaningful so that our
spirituality deepens and at the same time it engages with our world around us. God bless you this coming month.

Revd. Sumesh Jacob

Presbyter-in-charge
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BIRTHDAYS WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
1 Kareena Rogers; Jeevanmani David; Neelima Mehta; . . . . .
Stephen Sudarshan 2 Boland & Lorna Roberts
2 Ashwin Pillay c .
3 Sangeeta Kedar; Daniel Nicodemus; Genevive Unni; 3 Alistair & Michelle Freese
Leah Puranik; Albert Aruldas 4 Robert & Esther Lobo;
4 Rhea Sachdev ; . .
5 Victoria Robins; Eva Pawar; Melanie Lobo; Usha Kapila; 5 Frank & Valerie Freese; . Devdutta & Rohini
Rebecca Jason Sathe, Samuel & Dr. Vimla Abraham
6 Sampat Raj; Steven Arthur 6 Col Saji Abraham & Mrs. Mariamma
7 Lynda O’Connor; Rebecca Dhillon 7 Andre & Niloufer Morris:
8 Ashish Salvi; Natasha Joseph; Hilary Ledlie; Vinay nare louter Viorris;
Jadhav; Samuel Paul Sachin & Shilpa Sagaligile ;
9  Anil Kumar Borugadda
10 Rajdeep Abhane; M.J. Matthew; Arlenejill Parmar; 8 Moses & Hemlata Devappa
Pramod Asurlekar; Kevin Amit Chatterjee 10 Rev. Sumesh & Joyce Jacob;
11 BgygdPatole; Stuti Patole; Ashish David; Christina Rev. Shailesh & Shirley Lall
Vi .
12 Suresh Chandanshiv; Nevin Prince Paul; Gitanjali Negi; 11 Nawal & Rachana Tribjuwan
Devashish Choudhari 14 Anosh & Anita Rogers
B Bt Mo o o " 15 Viresh & Sunita Shanthapp;
16 Sheetal Shinde; Gail Choudhari 17 Sandeep & Rebecca Sapre; Anthony & Angela
17 ;\]Aoaerllilélfgsig;MSharad Gangale; Krupalatha Borugadda; Veeraswamy; Dattakumar & Rajani
18 Aruna Shah; Laurie Chinoy; Vidyasagar Chopade; Hoizal; Maj. M. Manickaraj & J.Beulah
Anandkumar Peter _ 21 Rajendra & Chitra Apte;
19 Deepak Laxmikantha; Rahul Shinde 22 John & J ie Amalrai
21 Rashmi Rogers; Nitin Joel; Sheetal Ohol; Queenmary onn essie Amairaj
James; Maj. Anupam Joshi ; Charlotte Lariviere
22 Stephen Cyril Wish you all a Long & Happy Married Life!
23 Jacob Bajaj God Bless you!
24 Joshua Ranbhise; Col. Richard Route; Abhay Shelke you:
25 Vineeta Rawani; Pranita Shinde; Sunita Topno; Marysa
Edwin
26 Sunila Kashinath; Ripple Mehprath; Viresh Shanthappa; WC'CHYY\S 86”5‘”

Veena Ledlie
27 Bess Navamoney; Leena Salvi; Shirley Waikar

28 Shelley Arora: Deepan Gaikwad: Mahendra Dhillon Arti Esther Charles & Rahul Victor were joined in

29 Rajdoot Abhane; Alice Barrow; Monica Matthew John; Holy Matrimony on Saturday, 3¢ December, 2011 at
Asha Dhillon St. Mary’'s Church.
30 Neena Das Gupta; Ajay Sathe; Milind Noel; Ranjit Dhillon
31 Rahul Gaikwad; George Matthew; Thomas Matthew, Prashant Chavan & Shrushti Pathare were joined
Salvzr'yanka Salve; Jean Samuel;  Neil Bamabas; Rupa in holy wedlock on Saturday, 10 December 2011, in
our Church!
May God shower his choicest blessings May God Bless them with a long and happy married
on each one of you! life!

Marriage Blessing!!!

Jonathan Yardi & Shayne D’Souza, tied the knot and thereafter had a marriage blessing in St. Mary’s Church on
Saturday 16™ December 2011.

Ashish Maurice Jacob & Monica Patole, said their ‘I do’s’ and then had their marriage blessed in our Church on
Satruday, 16" December 2011

May God Bless them and grant them a long and happy married life!




Obituary

Maj. Gen. P.H. Alfred (Retd.), a long standing member of our Church, went to be with the Lord on Friday, 23"
December, 2011. He was 90 years old.

Our condolences and prayers for the bereaved family.

Worship Services Schedule for January 2012

Date

Worship Services

Sunday, 8" January
Second Sunday after
Christmas/The
Festival of the
Epiphany

8 am. & 6 pm. The Lord’s Supper Service — Epiphany Sunday
Theme: The coming of the wise men from the East is a sign
that Christ is for all peoples of the earth.

OT: Isaiah 45.22-25
Psalm: Psalm 72.1-2,8-13
Epistle: Ephesians 3.1-12
Gospel: Matthew 2.1-12

11 am. Contemporary Service — Acts Group Fellowship (praise) & Mr. John Amalraj (preacher)

Topic: Confident Living in a competitive world.

Sunday, 15" January
Third Sunday after
Christmas

8 am. & 6 pm. The Lord’s Supper Service — The Baptism of
Jesus
Theme: At his baptism Jesus is revealed as the Son of God.

OT: Isaiah 42.1-7
Psalm: Psalm 2.1-8
Epistle: 1 John 5.5-11
Gospel: Mark 1.4-11

11 am. Contemporary Service — Women'’s Fellowship (praise) & Mrs. Sangeeta Kadam

(preacher)
Topic: What about other religions?

Sunday, 22" January
Fourth Sunday after
Christmas

8 am. & 6 pm. The Lord’s Supper Service — Christian Unity
(Ecumenism) Sunday

OT: Exodus 33.12-17
Psalm: Psalm 16.5-11
Epistle: Philippians 1.19-26
Gospel: John 1.35-42

11 am. Contemporary Service — Cottage Bible Study Group (praise) & Dr. Nitin Joseph

(preacher)
Topic: Is there a conflict between Science & Religion?

Sunday, 29" January
Fifth Sunday after
Christmas

8 am. The Lord’s Supper Service — Leprosy Sunday
Theme: God suffers with all those who suffer in this world.

OT: 2 Kings 5.1-14

Psalm: Psalm 123

2" Reading: Acts 5.12-16
Gospel: Mark 1.40-45

11 am. Contemporary Service — Church Choir (praise) & Mr. Terence Phillips (preacher)

Topic: New Age Movement relating to Christianity.

6 pm. The Lord’s Supper Service
Theme: We need spiritual rebirth to enter the kingdom of
God.

OT: Ezekiel 36.22-28
Psalm: Psalm 143.6-10
Epistle: 1 Peter 1.22—2.3
Gospel: John 3.1-12

As you look back on the past year and all that has taken place in your life, remember each experience for the good that

Time for New Beginnings

“This is a time for reflection as well as celebration”

has come of it and the knowledge you have gained; the efforts you have made and the goals you have reached; the

love you have shared and the happiness you have brought; the laughter, the joy, the hard work and the tears.

And as you reflect on the past year, also be thinking of the new one to come, because most importantly, this is a time for

new beginnings and a celebration of life !!!!




Special Days of the Church Calendar in January 2012

1 January - Naming of Jesus/The Renewal of the Covenant
2 January - Daniel Wilson, Bishop (1858)
5 January - Epiphany Eve
6 January - The Epiphany of our Lord
8 January - Epiphany Sunday
13 January - Nilakantha Devasahayam Pillai, Martyr (1752)
15 January - Baptism of Jesus
16 January - Robert de Nobili, Evangelist (1656)
17 January - Anthony of Egypt, Hermit (356)
22 January - Christian Unity (Ecumenism) Sunday
24 January - Timothy, Companion of Paul & Evangelist
25 January - Conversion of Paul
26 January - Republic Day

Prayer for the New Year

| SAID TO THE MAN, WHO STOOD AT THE GATES
OF THE NEW YEAR -
“Give me a light that | may tread into the unknown,”
And He replied, ‘ Put your hand in the Hand of God,
That shall be to you brighter than any light and safer
than any known path.’

Contributed by: Tara Pathak

Teacher Debbie Moon's first graders were
discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the
picture had a different hair colour than the other
members... One of her students suggested that he
was adopted. A little girl said, 'l know all about
Adoption, | was adopted...” 'What does it mean to
be adopted?’ asked another child. 'lt means', said

the girl, 'that you grew in your mommy's heart
instead of her tummy!'

29 January - Leprosy Sunday

A Year of Time

Though even thinking of the subject of time may prove discomforting, it is not a bad idea — especially at the beginning of
a new year.

As we look into 2012, we look at a block of time. We see 12 months, 52 weeks, 366 days, 8,760 hours, 525,600 minutes,
31,536,000 seconds, and all of this is a gift from God! We have done nothing to deserve it, earn it, or purchase it. Like
the air we breathe, time comes to us as a part of life,

The gift of time is not our alone. It is given equally to each person. Rick or poor, educated and ignorant, strong and
weak — every man, woman and child has the same twenty-four hours every day

Another important thing about time is that you cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it down, turn it off or adjust it.
Time marches on.

And you cannot bring back time. Once it is gone, it is gone! Yesterday is lost forever. Tomorrow is uncertain. We may
look ahead at a full year’s block of time, but we really have no guarantee that we will experience any of it.

Obviously, time is one of our most precious possessions. We can waste it. We can worry over it. We can spend it on
ourselves. Or, as good stewards, we can invest it in the kingdom of God.

The New Year is full of time. As the seconds tick away, will you be tossing time out of the window or will you make every
minute count?

An eye witness account from New York City, on a cold day inDecember, some years ago:

A little boy, about 10 -years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the roadway, barefooted, peering through
the window, and shivering with cold. A lady approached the young boy and said, '‘My, but you're in such deep
thoughtstaring in that window!' "1 was
him by the hand, went into the store, and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then
asked if he could give her a basin o water and a towel. He quickly brought them to her. She took the little fellow
to the back part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet, and dried them with the
towel. By this time, the clerk had returned with the socks.. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him
a pair of shoes...She tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave them to him... She patted him on the head
and said, 'No doubt, you will be more comfortable now." As she turned to go, the astonished kid caught her by
the hand and looking up into her face, with tears in his eyes, asked her,'Are you God's wife?'

asking God to gilve



